
MINUTES               LEESBURG TREE COMMISSION SEPTEMBER 20, 1999 

 
The Leesburg Tree Commission met in regular session on Monday September 20, 1999 at 
7:30 p.m. in the lower level meeting room, 25 West Market Street, Leesburg, VA.  
Members present were: Mr. Groothuis, Ms. Wall, Ms. Pritchard, Mr. Hower, Mr. Frye 
and Mr. Zoldos.  Staff was represented by Mr. Jay S. Banks and Susan DeJong. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the August 16, 1999 meeting were approved as written. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Ben Lawrence, the Chairman of the Dogwood Committee addressed the Tree 
Commission about their project they have been working on for about two years.  The 
purpose of this project is to plant 400 Kousa Dogwood trees on the Leesburg By-Pass 
from the Northern End of the Town Limits to the Western End of the Town Limits.  The 
budget for the project  is $85,000.00.  So far the Dogwood Committee has raised 
$65,00.00 towards this planting.  To help reach their goal the Dogwood Committee will 
be having a Dinner Dance/Ball on October 16th at the Leesburg Airport in the 
Piedmont/Hawthorne Hanger.  The cost of the tickets will be $125.00 per person.  Any 
extra monies raised over and above the $85,000.000 will be donated to the Town of 
Leesburg for the continued care of these trees. The Nursery chosen to plant and care for 
the trees is Blake Landscaping and they will guarantee the trees for 1 year.  At the end of 
that time the Town of Leesburg will take over the responsibility for the trees. 
Mr. Zoldos asked if Mr. Banks could prepare for (Council) an estimate of what it will 
cost the Town of Leesburg to care for these trees after the first 12 months.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. Banks asked that the Commission members look at the memos handed out tonight 
about tree planting in the median of Memorial Drive from the Department of Utilities and 
the Traffic and Engineering Department.  The Utilities Department is concerned with the 
underground pipelines whereas the Department of Engineering is concerned with site 
distances and VDOT Standards.  According to the Utilities Department, planting trees in 
the median would not be a good idea.  However, the Engineering Department would 
allow tree planting in the median according to the plan they attached.  Mr. Dewar asked 
for a recommendation from the Tree Commission that the trees the residents of Memorial 
Drive would like to plant are the correct type and species for the location.  This 
recommendation should be in writing to go before the Administration and Public Works 
Committee on September 21, 1999.  Mr. Frye made a motion that the 4 Amur Maples and 
the 1 Kousa Dogwood are acceptable and according to VDOT requirements for planting 
in the median of Memorial Drive.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Pritchard and 
approved by all. 
 
 Mr. Banks stated that the Town has a Zoning Ordinance update that is in the hands of a 
consultant at this time.  The section that has to do with the Tree Commission is Article 9.  
Mr. Banks asked that the Commission members take a look at the changes already made 
and to get back to him if they see any other changes that need to be made.   
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Mr. Zoldos has been speaking to Kaj Dentler, the Director of Parks and Recreation, and 
he has suggested that perhaps Carvale Park (at the end of Marshall Drive) might be used 
for a tree planting project.  There is approximately 4 acres of what is now just a grassy 
area.  The Commission discussed this idea and Mr. Zoldos asked that Mr. Banks come up 
with a concept plan and perhaps have a special meeting before the next regularly 
scheduled meeting, for this proposed Arboretum.  Mr. Banks added that for the first time 
in Virginia there is grant money available for planting trees. This is a matching grant 
available until October 29th, 1999.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Groothuis asked the Commission if they wanted to donate any money to the 
Dogwood Ball.  Mr. Zoldos thought that if Mr. Lawrence wants a donation he needs to go 
to the Town Council and request funds for the Dogwood project.   
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Ms. Wall wanted the Commission to know that she is working on the letter to the 
Homeowners Associations and it should be ready by next months meeting.              
 
ARBORIST COMMENTS 
Mr. Banks asked the Commission if they had all heard about the wrong tree removed at 
the Library.  The Members had. 
 
The application has come in for the Tree City USA Award and Mr. Banks will fill out 
that paperwork and send it in. 
 
Mr. Banks showed the Commission a “Tree Manual” that the town of Gaithersburg has 
put together.  It is a like putting the DCSM and the Zoning Ordinance books together 
along with some other information.  There are a number of Counties in Virginia that do 
this.  As the Commission moves forward on its Strategic Plan this is just an example of 
what the Commission can do. 
 
The Tree Inventory package and software installation is going to take place the first week 
in October.  Mr. Banks hopes to get at least 1500 tree counted – if not more. 
 
There being no further business the Tree Commission adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Jay S. Banks, Town Arborist 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Susan C. DeJong, Recording Secretary 
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